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there and everything is so closely observed/ Finally, both the
visit and the conversation took place, but Carlotta did not change
her attitude. She still could not believe that the King was in
earnest and even wished to make her his morganatic wife. Up
to that time ho had not dared to express this dream. The girl
therefore declared: 'I will always remain loyal and true to Your
Majesty/ But that only made matters worse. In the meantime,
however, he overwhelmed her and her sister with presents.
He had ordered a charming ball-dress for Carlotta, which gave
her real and childish pleasure.

The King was still in Darmstadt when he, received a telegram:
'The survivors of the Battle of Leipzig, who are assembled at a
commemoration feast, unanimously give three rousing cheers lor
King Ludwig, the first and foremost Gorman patriot, whose renown
is universal/ With his own hand the King wrote: '1 have never
received a telegram which gave me so much pleasure. I was always
and still am German through and through/1 Then he hurried to
Carlotta with pride and joy to show her the telegram. Pie thought
that might perhaps influence her and arouse her vanity. The girl
wras miserably embarrassed but maintained her reserve. Dis-
satisfied with the results of his journey, the King left Darmstadt
with a heavy heart. As soon as he was back in Munich he wrote
to Mathildc: 'Tell Carlotta that my thoughts are always with her
and that the future is the present with me. Tell her that word for
word.2 Carlotta unfortunately gave me less applause than any one,
but I much prefer that she should always speak as she feds. May
she always remain truthful3. . . I rely upon her character which I
esteem highly; tell her that I think of her night and day/*

All the former friendships faded away in his love for this girl
Only 'lantheV adventurous life still interested Ludwig. Events of
great import had also taken place in Syria. The Druses, a warlike
Syrian tribe, had risen in the summer of 1860 and massacred the
Christians in Damascus. 'lanthe/ who had now become to all
intents and purposes a Bedouin in the desert, fed and milked the
camels, helped with the loading and unloading, and slept either
in a tent or even in the open desert, happened by chance to be in
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